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This is a luxurious volume which the Commissioners-General of the 

Belgian Government published in commemoration of 400 years of 

interchange between Japan & Belgium, and also the 2005 Aichi World 

Exposition in Japan. Supervised by Professor W. F. Vande Walle, a 

chief professor of Japanese studies at Catholic University of Leuven, 

and Emeritus Professor Tatsunori Isomi, Sophia University, 28 

contributors including famous Belgian researchers of Japan, 

Japanophiles, and Japanese researchers of Belgium discuss the history 

of the relation of both countries from various points of view. 

It starts with the early connection which goes back to the age of 

geographical discovery, interchanges and the trade in the Edo era, Meiji Restoration and opening of 

a country, the influence of Japonism to Belgian culture at the end of the 19th century, post-war 

diplomacy, interchange of the Japanese Imperial Family and the Belgian Royal Family, sight-seeing 

in Belgium, and the Belgian pavilion at Aichi Exposition. 

Summarizing 400 years interchange in one volume, various fields of Japan-Belgium relationship are 

expounded in this luxurious full-color book, by the specialist of each field. 

Because the volume has never been sold outside the Belgian pavilion at Aichi World Exposition, 

this is the very first introduction to open market. 
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